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The Mardi Gras tree can be found anywhere there is a speck of Mardi Gras spirit.  Though Mardi Gras is predominantly found in South Louisiana.  As this holiday is said to be celebrated on fat Tuesday the spirit of it starts soon after Christmas until Valentine’s Day.  To show the “spirit” of Mardi Gras it is customary that more than one parade be attended as well as a Mardi Gras tree decorated in the household.  As the colors are standard (purple, green and old) it is quite simplistic to dress a colorful and festive Mardi Gras tree.

Materials

In order to make a Mardi Gras tree there are a few things you will need to make a beautiful tree.   First thing is the tree, which is the main focus.   If you have a tree from Christmas use the same tree, but if it’s a real tree it may not live that long or look as nice.  I recommend using an artificial tree because the same tree can be used for many years, plus no watering and picking up needles.  For the following instructions the materials that will be used are:
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1 Artificial 6ft tall tree 
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Mardi Gras beads 7-10 (purple, gold, green)

 Ball ornaments 25-30 (purple, gold, green)

Lights (white) 2 strands 12ft. long (DO NOT buy lights if the tree comes with lights already on it.)

Optional items will make the process easier and your tree look better.

1 Mardi Gras mask 

1 step ladder (if the tree is tall)

Mardi Gras music

You can buy an artificial tree from Lowe’s or Home Depot.  Before Christmas they may run from $20-$500.  The cost also depends on size and any special qualities about the tree.  The best time to buy a tree is after Christmas Day because the stores want to get rid of all the Christmas items, including ornaments, and lights.  So after Christmas, trees will range from $10-$150.  Buying after will save you substantial amounts of money by buying after Christmas.  This is the same for ornaments, after Christmas ornaments are 50%-70% off.  Some trees already have 

lights on them when you buy it if not the white lights will do fine.  As for the mask, purchasing online mask are less than 10 dollars a mask and they come in all different colors and styles.
The Steps for Putting the Tree Together
1. Take the tree out off the box (or if it’s up already take the Christmas ornaments off).  Make sure to save the box so when you are taking down the tree you can put the tree back in the box.  

2. Now put the pieces of the tree together.  Be careful because the sections may get heavy.  Have adult supervision or get help when putting the sections together.  Using the step ladder will comes in handy if the tree is too tall to put the sections together.

3. Separate the branches out to make the tree fuller. 

Figure 1: Separating the branches by hand.
Source: Lauren Albus
4. Add the lights to the tree.  Place them in a circular style going from top to bottom. Note: If lights come on the tree already skip this step.

5. Decorating is the fun part.  Arrange the ornaments on the tree as well as the beads, and mask.  Place the ornaments wherever on the tree you think is right.  Add the ornaments on the tree first and arrange them so the colors are spread out and not right next to each other.  Then drape the beads on the tree, again not the same colors next to each other.    

Figure 2: Decorations on the tree.
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6. Finally, place a topper on the tree. The topper could be a mask or something representing Mardi Gras.  Then turn on the tree and enjoy Mardi Gras.





        Figure 3: The topper on the tree.
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Conclusion
You have completed decorating your Mardi Gras Tree.  
