
Dr. Chris Healy
HLG 250
482-5476
healy@louisiana.edu

Office Hours
MWF 10:00–11:00

MW 1:00–2:30
and by appointment

Honors Academic Writing
(ENGL 115-024)

Fall 2016 MWF 11:00–11:50 a.m. HLG 135

COURSE MATERIALS
Freshman Guide to Writing, 7th ed.
The Bedford Introduction to Literature, 11th ed.
2 pocketed folders

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course deals with critical reading and research-based writing on literature and culture. It
satisfies diversity and international requirements. Credit in 115 completes freshman English
requirements.

OBJECTIVE
Students will produce college-level prose in well-reasoned writing.

PREREQUISITES
Students must have either a minimum ACT English subscore of 28 or advanced placement.

ATTENDANCE
Attendance is required, and I recommend that students read the discussion of Class Attendance in
the Policies section of the 2015–2016 Undergraduate and Graduate Academic Catalog. Students
who amass four unexcused absences—i.e., more than a week of class—will have their final grade
lowered by a letter grade, and those students with seven or more unexcused absences—i.e., more
than two weeks of class—will fail the course. Thus, students should not take this course if the
scheduled class time conflicts with their work hours, childcare commitments, religious
observances, etc. and they should likewise not schedule appointments with their physicians,
dentists, other professors, etc. for the time when class meets: students cannot pass if they cannot
come to class.

Excused absences are only those for which I receive printed official documentation of
University-sponsored activities or for which I receive some other printed official documentation
from appropriate College or University officials—i.e., e-mails, telephone messages, and
physician’s notes will not provide acceptable excuses—and I require copies of such
documentation for my records, accepting only those that are provided prior to the absence or
within one week of the individual’s return to class. (An excessive number of excused absences
may require additional verification by the Dean of Students Office.)



Attendance itself will be tracked either from an attendance sign-in sheet that will be passed
around or from collected in-class work. Each student is solely responsible not only for ensuring
she/he is not erroneously marked absent, but also for getting any assignments, notes, or
announcements he/she may miss as a result of an absence.

Finally, remember that failure to attend class does not constitute a withdrawal; dropping is an
administrative procedure that students must undertake for themselves, and failure to withdraw
from the course after ceasing to attend will result in a failure for the course.

GRADING
This course uses an exact ten-point grading scale, and there will be no curve. So, for instance, a
final grade of 89.5 is an A, while an 89.4 is a B. I refuse to entertain any pleas for special
consideration. There will be absolutely no extra-credit work available. I do not give Incompletes
except in very rare instances—and only when I am provided with documentation from and
approval of the appropriate university officials.

Assignments themselves will be given letter grades, and the corresponding numerical values are
listed below. (N.B., while plus and minus grades are provided for individual papers in order to
assist students track their performance, the university allows for final grades of straight letters 
only.) Remember, students must maintain a C average overall as well as earn at least a C on
the Exit Examination to receive credit for ENGL 115.

A+ 98 C+ 78
A 95 C 75
A- 92 C- 72
B+ 88 D+ 68
B 85 D 65
B- 82 D- 62

F 55

WRITING
Two portfolios of multiple pieces of writing are required for this class, and both portfolios must
be submitted for a student to pass the course. These two portfolios compose the final grade, and
each portfolio will contain graded elements that comprise the overall grade. Topics will be
assigned separately and at a later date.

Writing finished outside the classroom must be submitted as typed copy on appropriate weight
white paper, with legibly dark print. The out-of-class documents must be formatted in
accordance with the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 8th ed., available in
bookstores. (Do note that MLA style is more than simply a system of parenthetical
documentation, and the correctness of formatting is part of the assignment.) Students should
employ a standard-sized 12 point font—Times New Roman, not some “fancy” font. The paper
needs a title, which should not be boldfaced, italicized, underlined, or in a different font size. I do
require for individual pieces of writing that students use a staple in the upper left-hand corner
instead of a paper clip—do not use a cover sheet, folder, or plastic cover—and I refuse to accept



unstapled papers. The length of the various pieces of writing will vary.

The portfolios and assignments must be completed on time and turned in during the class period
on the dates they are due. (Excused absences are the only acceptable reason for materials to be
turned in after the due date, and in such situations the due date becomes the class meeting after
the period of excused absence.) A late assignment or portfolio will be scored one letter grade
lower for every class period it is late, and it must be turned in no more than three class meetings
after the due date. After the third class, I will record the portfolio grade as a zero, which
necessitates failure for the student in the course, not just on that particular portfolio.
Students who know that they will be unable to attend class on a final due date must be sure to put
their work in my hands before the class period begins. Note that the hard-copy must be both on
time and turned in to me—not placed in my departmental mailbox, sent through the U.S. Postal
Service, or slipped under my office door—by the end of the class period on the final due date.
Also, students who come to me on the due date with stories of last-minute printer problems must
still electronically submit the essay on the due date, submitting a printed hard-copy of that exact
paper at the next class meeting in order for the assignment to be considered for credit. E-mail
submission alone will not be accepted. All completed portfolios will be kept on file.

I will not proofread presubmitted written work. Students who wish to discuss their ideas should
feel free to come to my office so that we can critically appraise the viability of their proposed
lines of thinking. On the other hand, students who want help organizing their essays or who need
aid with some of the finer points of grammar, mechanics, punctuation, diction, spelling, and style
should go to the Writing Center, located in H. L. Griffin 107 and 108. There they will find
trained tutors who can assist with the writing process. Students should not expect the tutors to
“fix” their papers, but rather, should go to the Writing Center with drafts, prepared to work on
their writing, going early enough to allow themselves time for revision. Additionally, the Writing
Center has computers on which students can write their papers.

Let me urge students to note the University of Louisiana at Lafayette policy on plagiarism. First,
as defined by the University, “Plagiarism…a specific type of cheating…occurs when a student
passes off as his or her own the ideas or words of another person, when s/he presents as a new
and original idea or product anything which in fact is derived from an existing work, or when
s/he makes use of any work or production already created by someone else without giving credit
to the source. In short, plagiarism is the use of unacknowledged materials in the preparation of
assignments.” Anyone at all uncertain about the definition of plagiarism should feel free to ask
me for clarification. Take heed that “The University considers both cheating and plagiarism
serious offenses. The minimum penalty for a student guilty of either dishonest act is a grade of
‘zero’ for the assignment in question. The maximum penalty is dismissal from the University.”
See the discussion of Academic Honesty in the Policies section of the 2015–2016 Undergraduate
and Graduate Academic Catalog. Plagiarism is an egregious violation of a student’s academic
duty and integrity, and I will pursue severe punishment, beyond failure of the course, for
plagiarism. 

This class offers students many occasions to work on their writing, and they shoud take
advantage of that time.

EXPECTATIONS & POLICIES
Students are expected to keep up with the readings, which denotes having read the material



scheduled for discussion at class meeting.

All cellular telephones and pagers should be turned off before class to avoid disturbance.
Students needing to  communicate with the outside world should unobtrusively leave for the day,
forfeiting credit for attendance. 

Because I will neither open any e-mail that does give the course in the subject line nor respond to
anonymous or vague e-mail messages, students must provide that information, being clear what
class they are in, who they are, and the specifics of their question/concern. Note that after the
final class meeting, students will need to wait until the following semester to communicate with
me: that is, the last day of class is the last day to call or e-mail me in expectation of a response.
Further, note that I shall not return telephone calls from long-distance numbers.

Finally, I urge students to visit the course Web site
(http://www.ucs.louisiana.edu/~cah2547/freshhonmain.htm)—which has not only this current
information, but also links to related supplemental pages—and to see the Moodle site for this
course, where I will distribute any handouts and where students can discuss topics in forums.

DISABILITY ACCOMMODATIONS
Students needing academic accommodations for a disability must first be registered with the
Office of Disability Services (ODS) to verify the disability and to establish eligibility for
accommodations. Students may call 337-482-5252 or visit the ODS office in the Conference
Center, room 126. Once registered, students should then schedule an appointment with the
professor to make appropriate arrangements.

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES 
• University Police are the first responders for all emergencies on campus. Dial 911 or 482-

6447 to report any emergency.
• The Emergency Information Floor Plan is posted in the hallways for every building. This

document includes evacuation routes and other important information. Please familiarize
yourself with this document. Students who might need assistance should identify themselves
to the teaching faculty.

• In the event that the building fire alarm is sounded, please exit the building immediately and
notify University Police. Do not use the building elevator—look for the illuminated Exit
Signs to direct you to safety.

• During times of emergency, information may be available on the University’s Emergency
Hotline: 482-2222. This number is printed on the back of your ID card.

• The university utilizes a text message service to notify its students and employees of campus
wide emergencies. To subscribe to this service, log on to http://www.ul.mobilecampus.com.

• If you have a disability, special needs, or a medical condition that might render you
incapacitated during class, please make this known to your instructor as soon as possible,
including any emergency contact information for your next of kin or similar person.

http://www.ucs.louisiana.edu/~cah2547/helmain.htm

